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Minutes

Bicycle & Trails Advisory Committee
REGULAR MEETING NOVEMBER 14, 2002

PRESENT: Eltgroth, Gardner, Rothert
(2 positions remain vacant)

ABSENT: Hubbell, Kinkade

LATE: Parks and Recreation Commissioner Mark Frederick

STAFF: Public Works Senior Engineer Julie Behzad
Public Work Deputy Director Karl Bjarke

CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson Eltgroth called the meeting to order at 6:15pm

DECLARATION - POSTING OF AGENDA: Julie Behzad certified that this meeting’s
agenda was duly noticed and posted in accordance with Government Code Section 54954.2.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Julie Behzad opened the meeting to public comments.  There being
no comments, the public comments period was closed.

MINUTES: By unanimous vote, the minutes for the October 10, 2002 meeting were approved
as written.

ORAL REPORTS:

1. Staff Reports

* BTAC Vacancies - Staff reported that the ads were posted in two local bike shops and 
e-mails were sent to the School District and major employers in the city.

   
* Traffic Signal status and striping at Dunne/Monterey and Dunne/Condit 

Karl Bjarke reported that PW has contacted the sub-contractor and directed them to
remove the bike lane.  He also mentioned that the striping was thermoplastic so it will
need to be ground.  Karl added that the issue is how much striping needs to be ground. 
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Mark Fredrick proposed removing the existing bike lane and moving it adjacent to the
through lane.  Karl stated that PW would review this proposal and get back to BTAC. 
Bob Elgroth asked about the changes proposed on Condit and Dunne.  Karl reported that
the intersection is supposed to be striped to include a bike lane.  Bob stated that there is a
safety concern that needs to be addressed regarding the westbound bike route on Dunne
Avenue towards Highway 101 from the Dunne/Condit intersection.  Julie reported that the
re-striping has not been completed and staff will look into the issue.  Staff will report back
to BTAC regarding the changes in striping. 

Bob also asked if the bike symbol is going to be painted on the installed bike loops.  Karl
responded that they are not included on the plans now, but PW will review.

2. Countywide Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee Update

Chairperson Eltgroth reported that the meeting was a Workshop held the night before. 
The concentration was on the County Roads and Airports plans for pedestrian studies. 
The plans are to fill the sidewalk gaps and make openings in some sound walls to allow
pedestrian access.  There was also a discussion regarding bikes on the expressways.  The
bike striping will be eliminated, but the bicyclist still can use the expressways.  Bob
reported that different agencies are taking different approaches about expressways being
used by bicyclists.

BUSINESS

1. Bikeways Master Plan  

Karl presented the report which was prepared for the City Council and summarized the
highlights.  Karl talked about the grants recently received by the City.  One of the grants is
to install a trail along Little Llagas Creek.  Karl reported that the design cannot be started
until the design of PL566 is completed.  The members expressed a concern about the City
losing the grant if the deadline is not met.  Karl mentioned that there is a chance of losing
the grant if the PL566 design is not completed on time.  He also stated that staff has sent a
letter to VTA reporting the status of the grant.

Bob pointed out the priority projects as outlined in the Bikeways Master Plan.  Bob also
asked if the City has any plan for education and promotion programs.  Bob suggested that
staff call Amanda Jones at the City of Palo Alto to get additional information and their
plans.  Julie asked the members if they would like to volunteer to lead a plan on educating
the residents of Morgan Hill about bikes and bicycling.  Beth Gardner expressed interest. 
Bob went over the format of outdoor classes.  Karl mentioned that the City can assist the
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BTAC members with a place to hold the class.

Mark Fredrick inquired about the status of the trail study.  Julie explained that the scope
of work has been approved by the Council.  The Council also asked staff to find an
alternate funding source to budget for this study.  Karl mentioned that PW is looking into
budgeting for this study when the scope of work is completely defined.  Staff will report
back regarding the status of the study.

2. Bicycle Resource Directory

Julie presented the spreadsheet with different map styles and costs.  Julie suggested that
PW could print out the bike maps which were handed out at the Taste of Morgan Hill. 
She added that there would be some changes due to on-going projects.  She also
suggested that BTAC might want to wait until all these projects are completed.  BTAC
members all agreed that the Bikeways Master Plan map was not detailed enough to be
helpful to guide bikers through the area.  Staff was asked to go back and look into the
cost of putting the resource directory on a two sided map with a minimum of two colors
and report back to BTAC. 

3. Grant Application

Karl went over the application package and the funding sources.  He expressed that the 
application needs to be submitted as soon as possible to avoid the chance of losing the
opportunity to apply for this grant.  Karl also explained that striping of Class II Bikeways
was chosen since there wouldn’t be a need to perform any environmental review for this
scope of work.  The members discussed the locations chosen.  By unanimous vote, the
grant proposal for Signing and Striping for Class II Bikeways was approved.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

• Bicycle Advisory Committee Vacancies  (Two)

REQUESTS FOR FUTURE ITEMS
(This is the opportunity for any committee member to have an item placed on a future agenda.)

• Bicycle Safety Plan - Police Department Attendance at BTAC
• Recommend Municipal Code changes for Paths & Trails (Mark Frederick)

Review scope of work for Burnett Avenue connection to Coyote Creek Trail 

ADJOURNMENT: Meeting was adjourned at 8:15pm.  The next meeting will be held on
December 12, 2002 at 6:15pm.


